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oe SECRET. 


a aenearenneaad . , Seo} 


- 
EX -'786 
5 December 1966 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


| 
SUBJECT: “American Defectors to the USSR" | | 
1, The attached material'was part of a soft file entitled 
"American Defectors to the USSR", which was set up by SR/6 } 
‘(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR'components ! 
until ca, 1963, The compilations were derived from a variety i 
of sources, and contain both classified and overt data, i 


2. Inthe fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI : 
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted H 
for the US Defector Machine Program, Inall instances in which ; 
the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort, 
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with 
a copy of this memorandum, 

3. It is suggested that any dissemination of this data should 
be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/MRO), in 
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that 
disseminations have already been made through the US Defector 


; Machine Program, nde 
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ae a * 1 see . © 
PLTATILI Efelflas (Sicol'ne at birth tut never veed), on 


13 Frebsuary 1921, sroo%lya, iY ’ aN. 
eneet metal worker, carnentcr, and edn fens, US resid-nce falisy Stream, Lon Isl. 
! . 


1 
“ : 
"her 


World \iar IL, Three years service in airforce, including service in 4ndia 
as enlisted ground crew carpenter, {anE-) “oscow: Despatch lili, Li Sept 59, 
attacnad) =. 


Cctober 1945. Medical discharge, for which he franted and still receiving 
30% disal-ility pension. Accordin: to his om statexents, he may have been dis- 
charred on mental rrounds and my have had later Ps: yeniatric treatrent fron. 
the The (Desp. 121) . : 


1945-1953. "For ’ ste Jeight : years after the war" he was at a trade school 
in Los anneles. (Unidentified newsparer article dntelined Koscow 5 Sept 59, cited 
in DEA-66069 of 21.1. 64, in SRS files) 


19 Dec 1954. Married Helen SCHOLYES “2, vorn 1910 in “us sia. (seesy 


19 Dec 57. Divorce. She residin: Los (ngeles' with fc eee davghter; 
running candy business. (66069) - 


19¢8-1959, At this tine(and ects in the whole post-war period so far) 
personality clashes with suneriots nade it Laocesible for hin to held jobs. 
{pn addition to carnenter and sheet metal worker (acvarently his specialties) 
he wor%ed ag acrobat, drafts: aan, grocery clerk, etc. (62069) 


Early August. 1999. Ye departed New York on an organized tour to ‘estern 
Wesp 111). He said that he paid $965 (65052). He may 

have nac ueln from tho brother with whom he lived, because excest for his 

irrezular vorkirg income, he had only iis acns sions heh te hin, $10 to wife 


for supoor’: of child. (Lesp 111) 


10 éuevst 1959. Entered Soviet tnion at Vyborz,| on rectlar sevendday tourist 
viee iscved In Sasnington 20 July 1959. On ta ienincrad and voscow the nex 
day. (Zeso 111) 


. 


1 
‘ 18 fucust 1959. Lay his tour rrora to entrain for tenincrad, there to 
: > board tne EALTIRA ror Lonjon. Ee suddenly decided to stay in oscar, failed 
eho fup at the station, ari canceled snip reservations throvgn inturist guido. 
Ee had no communist sympathies or ikeolerical nenings tevard the tlIf, and 
“Ahad no erievances against the US. Thounht he enuld cet 1 food jod in the SU 
‘though adsitted had no friends there and knew nothirg, of country, vecple, or 
language. (68069) 


\ 


18 August 1959 and the followin: tea d ys- ed his cecisien to 


about ite (Lesp 10). miles 


; od ThA =. a ’ wen Moet 
! Lake vate 


ee * ) 
27 kumst 1959, Ke mentioned ‘his’ intention in casual conversatioa with 
a resiocent .serice: correspondent, wio sugrested he nord the Erbe (Lesp 111) 
2 : H 
‘— 23 aueust 1°59, He visited the Exbassy an? «was interviewed fer two horrs 
nr Eny.er, wits tne correspomlent also piesert. Geve Wis recran Sor eacttag 
to sta’. “aid nad taken initiative kyzxnrrnsank askir hotel manzcer and 
antrrist cuice how he ‘could sta“; no one had increed or infinenced, < pea 


penn Pian 
~ a en ca eet 


ee 88-761 354 


14-00000 


ne aa 
an 
an © ae 
Ripa) 
miidels aiviee wo Cian drettos Abior te soe 8 ae rey ovttar eavie! et ti- 
zenvudo Det Rad woe pet ret it. ott Lhd retem szic or olan ticteis but 


ung virtrally ow. of noneyf, wich he tad tel mats sris® - ila; sol worried bee 
“se exmicted inedjate Seriet res-ome te his fod wrorest. The nitfalls and 
‘geatolt ation vossibilitics vere exclaimd to Aim tit he disaisecd as cloak-ani- 
darger, grid hac heard tinei chanrine in USSR. Ye was Given rane and telephone 
saver of Snerican Catholic criest in ixccow, «ho srbseqvently talked with his. 
He was rational, Lorical, serious, non-accressive, but)insisted on renouncing 


citizenship and defecting. (Leso. 111) 


29 “urvst 1959. He went ahead ard sent the letter 'to the Sunreme Soviet. 
He did not keep a cory but teld AmEnb it included five ‘snecifie points az spe- 
cified by Inturist civides 1) DPOB, 2) nanes and addresses of relatives, 3) his 
property and bank accounts (none); 1) his skills, education, ani work record; 
and 5) his nmoral, iceolo: fean, and (illeridle ) reasors for wanting Soviet “cit- 
izenship. Wouldn't say wast he had written under 5) er wether he had said 
anything. agairst the US. (Desp.. 111) r | 


2 soubor W589." He cane to the S-passy, turned in his passport, told of 
semdirg toe letter to the Suorene Soviet, and indicat ed; he had not. charced his 
mird. "Snyder again explained the irreveeaiility of remnciation and vhea Sete 
rulli said he unersteod sericusness, asxed hin to cone back in the afternoon 
when Snyder werls be presared to adninister the oath of remnciation. This 

_ was done. (Desp. 221) 


5 Sentember 1959. He told several reoolo that he felt "worally and econ- 
onicaily at hom in the -oviet Union" ... many jobs da recent years in US ard 
not hagny there. ¢keasfEeéS3=< Not bitter avainst US, out just Liked Si setters 
veoole not in a hurry and not nervous urecks; ha thor “ht ther were tryin. to do 
thins right in the Eu. (65069) ; 


8 Santerver 1959, He cane to the brbassy to reqes st a uritten statenent 
of his citizensnin states Cer te Soviet avthorities. “hen teld Schassy would 
infcra him as’ soon as State infornad then, he switched toa qrestions re visa 
requirements for enterinn US. he felt Servs civiny hia rr raround because no 
acknowledcement -of his letter or rereated job recuecis. ‘Mentioned he without 
noney or friends, no sneak “ussian, ete. which had all 22en pointed ont to hin 
a few days before, Exanckateis Still no Seviet crest exploitation nown te 
S’mbassy and no aporcach to the “mbassy about him. He still at Hotel Livaina, 
at Soviet expense bet left to his own cevices. Lnmb ocinad this uticht indicate 
Sovs undecided what do wits nin or do-net think hin gocd ‘exploitation material. 
xo evidence of nrevocaticn ‘or entraprent, tat Covs havz celiverately facilitates 
his actions: nernitted nin overstay visa, encoursced ats throvch Inturist gride 
to seek citizenshiv fron Suprene Soviet, and allowed hix renain at biraina on 
credit. Petrulli renained nest and rational throvgh alt three meetings at 
Emo. Inediately after this interyiew 1 At Ex, he tole Awrican correspondent 
. he ivst wanted te go here. (Desp. 111); “was probably what cae out in 

Mashinrton Poston 9 Sept:-s said he, Had Seu stupid thing to renounce US cit- 
Teecento in Hopes of Scviet ... wanted po ‘hone... had renounced US citizenship 
because of "too mary contradictions" in the Aterican war of life ... would 
decline with thanxs even ir they now offered sin Soviet eiticenship eo. Chanre 

~ of mind nut due to disillusionment with EV mt decause no frivnis or relatives 
to look cut for him as at none. (68069) sf 


° 
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VU. Jertemter 1359, Cn tits cate on unice: tified vovlet erfictal told 
hin (In resronse t@ Als letter regvesting Loviet ct tisenstir) that he should 
have applied at the SovEm. tashtiy ton; nanafer of iidzina dotel told hima he 
would nave to vecete the prenises by 16 oapterber; and both told hia to re- 
trieve his rassport fren the am@nmd or get scme kim of trivel docwewnt fron 
thera, oecause he had te leave. His brother nacd-sent hin 3300. (68069) 

‘ 1 


15, Sentenver 1959. He arpeared at An@nd and told above ultinatun. (68069) 
| . . 7 

19 ber 1969, According to DBA-68069 he applied for an emergancy 
passvort a Hie date, but it seems likely that he mist have anplied for it 
on the 15th or seme date in tetween, becavse a bashiny ton Post article-of 19 
Sertenber (cited in 68069) renorted that his US citizenshio had alreagy been 
returned to hin, since State had declared hia legally inconnetent; sare 
apoeared in KY Times of 19 Sept. He declared hinself ®luckiest gvy in the 
world", His serious mental condition further confirmed by exewife, who said 
he a very sick man alternately woncerfcl and terrizle. 
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Lendnil, Slat, 


SUPICT: PETRLLI, Riadolas 
axa PENCILS, Aleolina 


schist Win e\ “An, pedanp, betel eA Mio: dasriecs Mealy ia ieaees 
wa 79 angust 195), intleating that bo wished te reales in the Soviet Uaicn. - 
Tegpits baling gartioned by an Eadaosy official, tod/sot inaisted that bo wished 
to. .Fegncunee Ale Amitcaz eitizonskip. Bo eeid be ized vist the Ue stente : 
... . few and Chenght ho would be able te make a better Living in te} eoumtrz.: 
a # Sepewtad a cath OC sommdlonlée af tls Anuctaan Gi\seelip on) tqeeeas” 
1959, ext stated Cint be had applicd far Sovict eitisanshin, 


7 ubjcot vas bern io Byoeklyn, Bew Tork oa 13 Fetrcary 991, of Ioline ; 
bers parecte. fe wae a eheet-netal verter An Valley Sisv0a, Sex Tare, To bed 
teen divorssd, in Deosabay 1957, fron bia Suxsdemtuorn wife, ehou So ad ceTrisd 
in Cesenher 295i end ty ulon be ban a dacrtter. Sanjers rerertedy ermiin | 
the United states Atr feren, during wereld bar 1ly ext was discrurge? Ls vetcher 

° LS, after extergoisg trostermt an a pertsl hong tal dn eubeccuanly bad 
_ Payohlatrie ears, while Ilving in Califcraia, 


Gudjeat cotaioel a pacapsrt oa 2 dure 197, tor a benaess tetp ts inylaod 
end Puseaias cntered tho tit: et Vibory, frea Pinleni, on 10 sured 1547, of 
eed Beventay teartot tises asd entered mente aes as & Soncist, an lL Auzast 

3 


After reseenciog ble Jewrizas cltisenmip ca 3 say ten oooe ISS9, Sa ect re~ 
copearat at Use Amerivean mhennz on © Seoteater 195), aiatias Lat be felt the 
Sosinta ware clwing him tbe mus arose om! thet be nod cher sd Ria ain! acd 
wished to retain bia United ftates siticsostiip and retin: kuna, Ths teviats 
bed ropertetily stvined Sarject that ts obtain Sorist ati seus, he xonls bove 
 voturp t: Yackinston, 2 ae ast exoply ab t2.0 Sezist cadaery Uwrxes, according 
«0 0 fersign oervise disrsteh fron tecows, thewes waco Bo evicawe of plsrued 
Serict prowsatins o¢ entresewots but tra covets Ret facilitated bis aations 
ty knowingly gemeditting bin to overstay his vita, ameuractitg tarech his Ine 
Coerist guide to ceri his aitisauship eyplicati¢on to tre Snpeees Soviet, and 
SES Be £0 FRR OS Greene One Seton Sarees 


: “he dete Departaact Paled that fabseet's eiterptod’ Yeuseistics cf his 
Caited “tates ciiinenthin une mot a Jogally Cougs Lert act, amt ews gives & 
ew.usy passtert for the Uaited atates. Ne returmned ad earns ariel 
on 22 Septenbar 19. 


[ios bharsiten ecctisa Ab Noes) aie ee dein ees 
Ciamatoh, of O/LIAS. InCuruation regardiaz Sa Jeet! s ede 
taicin® 3 nacspert te return $9 ths tasted Ztatos, | [ce Lime 
foowstioasn reqarting his retin bums, 22 fran Bey Tove tick 
pouspaper actlolue ; 


Gre~ Cor Ove o\ Ne as A. ‘da\e \Q6o6 go] - 76/394 


kd 
na 


ee ee rr 


t 


Reviewed on 
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PETRULLI, Nicholas 
Date of Birth: .13 February 1921 at Brooklyn, N.Ie 


Eduocations Highschool 


i 
Military Services USAF during Vorld War IT; aecharged 1945 after | 
undergoing treatment in a mental hospitel. ' 


Marital Status: Divorood. Decoubor 1954 married a Rasitan-bora gists 
in December 1957 divorced her; one child, a gir 


awe 


ro. . Professions Sheet-metal vorker oo. : 
Date of Defection: August 1959 | 


Petrulit left his fanily jn the U.S., traveled abroad on a two-week trip. 

Ha entered the Sovist Union on a regular soven-dey tourist vies on 11 August. 
On 23 Auguat be notified the US Embasay that he wished to give up his Amorican 
citizenship. Whan questioned by a atrenger, he did not know why he traveled 

to the Soviet Union, vhat he planned to do there, how he planned to support 
himself, and why, specifically, he desired to renounce bis American citizenship. 


: 
‘ 


A sheot-netal worker, Petrulli had a history of mental ilinogs. Ho changed : 
hie mind about defecting juat before the Soviet Union refused hin citizenship. 
(Wash. Evening Star 26 Nov 59) 


Ha bad turned 4n his passport to the U.S, Embassy, Moscow, Tho State Depart- 

ment ruled that his attempted rerainolation was not a legally competent act. .0 
. . Subsequently, the Sabassy issued him a passport valid only for return to the ‘ 
: United States. He received a Soviet exit visa lesa than 2 hours before his ° 
; , plane left Moecow on 21 September. He has pines been living with a brother ' 
in Vallay Stream, Long Island. (New York Times 20 Oct 99) 


wmmpoie es 


! °. j 
; . . « , 


, oe. : . . re 
aeneelee’ MELE ee Me seo? bo ee : 
vv a _ \ 


then he: mepemn gern © Cod OG ! . 
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a Vasadi ae See 


Y“~ PSIRULLE, ‘Hicholas 
Dato of Births ca 1921 
Place of Births USA ; 
Date of Defections ‘sumer 1959 


Potrull’. left his family in ths U.S., travelod to: tke Soviet Union and. 
atated that he wished to givo up his American oitisenship. When questioned, 
he did not know why he traveled to Ausaia, what he planned to do there, 

how he planned to: support hingelf, and why specifically, he desired to 
renounce is American oitisenship. {or-41273, 23-Jan 60) 


A sheot-wetal worker, Pstrulli hed ae bistory of mental illness. Ha 
changed his mird about eer just before the Sovist Union refused 
hia oitisenship. (Wash. Fvening Star 26 Yov 59] 


. He bad turued in his passport to tbs u:3. Sabassy, Moscow. Tha State 
+"' Departaent ruled that his attempted renunciation vas not a legally 
competent act. Subsequently, the Subasey issued hin a pasaport valid 
only for roturn to tho Unitod States. He recelvedia Soviet sxit visa 
- lese thaa 2 hours befora his plene loft Moscow on 21 Serer Ho bas 
sinos been living vith a proto is Valley Straam, ‘Long Island 
(Hew York Times 20 Oct 591 


ee, 
Mowas 
wa°Se 


3 a y 7L treess on any Bic: alae rotrulif is 2 oA? manber of 
Mang peld Seve: ie burty Caub, his risids: 
« York City. (2927-32502, Supt 59 


I ak : 
so i3% Capistogher St., 
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A 


1 PSTRULLI, Nicholas 
@Nicolina PETRULLA 
Defected August 1959 


had psychiatric care while living in california. 


| 
| 
{ ° See -- 
| 
The frollowine intornation is SECKET - | 
( 


‘While traveling in the USSR a3 a tourist 4 


fin the summer of 1959, Nicholas PETRULLI . ‘ 
appeared at the United States Embassy, in 

Yoscow on 28 August 1959 and informed’ 

Embassy officials that he wished to remain 

in the USSR. On 3 September 1959 he executed 

an oath of renunciation of his American 

citizenship and stated that he had applied 

for Sovict citizenship. On 8 September 1959 : _ Ee 
PERTULLI returned to the U. S. Embassy’ and . - . a 
stated that the Soviets were "giving him a 
run around" and that he wished to retain his 
American Citizenship. He was given a one-way J 
Passport to the United States and returned to © ; 
his home in New York on 22 September 1959. A wa 
ew 


sheet metal worker by profession, PETRULLI waa 8 a aes 


gon 


born in Brooklyn, New York on 13 February ea sit 
eae 


of Italian-born parents. He had been aivossifl 

in Decemter 1957 from his Russian-born wife. gave 
whom he married in December 1954 and by ‘whon 

he has a daughter. Dering World War IT FETRULLI 
served in the United States Air Force and 

received a atecharge ai 918 « after undergoing 


treatment in a mental hospitals He subsequently 


red 
. 
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psychiatric care, while living in California. i 


xm 


t, 
SURSICT \ P: ETHEL 5 ot Richolas 
aka Petula, Nicolina 


Subject, a tourist in Russia, appeared at the American! lubassy in Hoscow 
on 2 Augnuat 1959, indloating that he wiched to remain in the Soviet Union. 
Tespite baing cauticnad by an fmbassy official, Subject insisted that he wished 
to renounce his Americar. citizenship. fe said he Liked what the YSSK stands 
for and thought he would be able to make a better living in ret country. He 
bial an oath of remunctation of his American citisenship on 3 Septenbor 
1959, and stated that he hed applied for Soviet citizenship. ‘ 


—- Eubjeet yas born in Erooklyn, New York, on ) Fobruary 1921, ‘of Italien. 
berm parents. lie was a shect-notal worker in Valley Strean,! lies York, who had’. 
beon divorecd, in Decenbar 1957, from hia Rugssian-born wifo,' whom he had married 
in Recenber 195) and ty when he hag a dauthter. Subject reportedly served in 
the United States Air Sorece, curing “orld War 1I; and was digeh carged in Votober’ 
19hS, after undergoio: treatment in a contal hospital. Hs subsoquontly had 


Sudject obtained a passport on 2 Juno 1953, for a tuo-wee’ trip to tnvland 
and Hucgias entered tho U58.: st Viborg, from tinland, on 10 Aucuet 1959, ona 
rorular seven-day tourist visas and entored Lenin:rad as 4 tourist, on 1) August 


1959. 


After renouncing his American citiconship on 3 sontenbor, 1959, Subject re- 
appeared at the American smassy on 8 Septentar 195%, stating that he felt the 
Soviets were piving hin tho mm around ami that he had chan:ed his aim! and 
wished to retain his United States citizenship and return hors. the Sovicts 
had renortedly advised Subject that to obtain Soviet citi senehip, he would have 
to return to Washington, 0. C., and apply at the Soviet Embassy there. accordin: 
to a foreign. service dispatch from lioscow, there vas no evidence cf planuwed 
Seviet provocation or entrapment; but the * Soviets had facilitated his avtions ' 
by Imowingly permitting him to overstay his viea, encouraging through his In- i 
tourist guide to send his citizenship application to the Supreme Sovist, and 
allowing hin to renain on credit at a deluxe hotel. . ' 
The State Departacnt ruled that Subject’s attested renunciation of his 
United States eitizenship was not a legaily competent act, and be was given a 


. One-way passport for the United States. Ho teburmes to his homa in Kew York, 


on 22 Sentender 195°. 


ihe above information is largely taken trea a foreign service 
dispatch, of 9/12/59. Infornation regarding fubject's ob- 
tainin: a passport to return to the United States, and in- 
formation reganting his return home, 15 from Kew York Tincs 
newspaper articles. . ' 


